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Introduction

This is part four of your DMQ Approved Witness introductory
briefing and covers the following:
• Introduction
• Paper based Edition 6 Portfolio
• Detailed witness requirement for all Performance Criteria
• After candidate's submission of their portfolio
• Witness procedures following this briefing
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Introduction
Candidate’s registered prior to October 2016 will have been issued
with a paper based portfolio which was provided for them to
compile their DSC2 evidence in. They will need to bring this with
them when they are with you in your capacity as an Approved
Witness.
The format of the paper based ICR is a little different to that used for
ePortfolio, however, the Performance Criteria and Key Features
remain similar.
Please be aware that as an AW, you are required to ask a candidate
more questions when witnessing for a paper based portfolio than for
ePortfolio.
Questions are not required for every PC, however, if the PC cannot
be observed then a question or simulation might suffice depending
on the PC requirement.
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Paper Based Edition 6 Portfolio
Each ICR is broken down into 4
elements
• Stalk Deer
• Cull Deer
• Prepare and Inspect Deer
• Transport and Store Dead Deer
To be filled in by you
16 Oct 2013
F D Smartboy

After each PC has been witnessed
by observation, simulation and/or
questioning, you will sign off each
PC as detailed.
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Paper Based Edition 6 Portfolio

16/10/13

PC 1.2 What deer are in the
area, in season and what
will you be culling today

Roe and fallow males and I
intend to take either up to
middle age should an
opportunity present

If a question has to be asked by
you to either provide or support
evidence, the question together
with the answer given by a
candidate must be entered in the
question page opposite the ICR
performance criteria.
The date the question was asked
and the PC to which the question
relates must also be detailed.
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Paper Based Edition 6 Portfolio

At the end of each ICR
there is a narrative
page which a
candidate must
complete giving an
overview of the
events appertaining
to the preceding ICR
All AW’s involved in any part
of an ICR must enter their
details in one of the boxes
shown
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Paper Based Edition 6 Portfolio
Witness Additional Notes
ICR 1

Use this page if you have
anything which will add
clarity or to record
observations
For Example: If a deer
was shot from a high
seat, detail in this section
how
a
stalk
was
conducted to fulfil the
evidence
requirement
which otherwise would
not have been achieved.
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Paper Based Edition 6 Portfolio

Approved witness
requirements for
each PC
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PC 1.1

Performance Criteria and Key Features

Performance Criteria
Carry out work safely in line with health
and safety requirements

Key Features
Safe working practices demonstrated. Suitable clothing
worn. Appropriate safety equipment carried

You must ensure candidate compliance with
health and safety throughout every part of an
outing if you are to sign this PC off as achieved.
A candidate should demonstrate safe working
practises at all times.
Clothing and footwear worn by the candidate
should be suitable for the habitat and terrain
being stalked.
You should check that a candidate is carrying
appropriate basic safety equipment, suitable for
the environment they are stalking in. Signal flares
for example could be carried and used on the
open hill but dangerous to use in thick woodland.
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PC 1.2
Performance Criteria
Determine the cull animal required

Performance Criteria and Key Features
Key Features
Species, sex, age group of animals that are intended to be culled

For this PC to be completed, the candidate should have
a clear understanding of what their cull requirement is.
This can be achieved by a joint discussion within which
you may ask a candidate a question or two. One for
example might be appertaining to deer in season in
relation to deer likely to be encountered in the vicinity
of the stalking.
Questions asked must be recorded with the answers
given.
If an animal is culled it should match the cull criteria
detailed by the candidate. If a candidate is on ground
other than theirs, that ground may have specific cull
requirements that you would make a candidate aware
of.
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PC 1.3

Performance Criteria and Key Features

Performance Criteria
Select firearm and ammunition to meet
requirements of planned cull

Key Features
Suitable rifle calibre and sufficient ammunition

You should check to verify that a candidate is in legal
possession of a firearm they bring by checking it
against the candidate’s firearm certificate.
If a candidate produces a legal firearm for the deer to
be stalked, there is no relevance in you asking a
question such as ‘why do you use that calibre’.
The PC does not call for a candidate to demonstrate
knowledge of calibres or ballistics if they produce
their own rifle which is legal for the species of deer in
the country being stalked.
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PC 1.4

Performance Criteria and Key Features

Performance Criteria
Prepare tools, equipment and firearm into a safe
and serviceable condition suitable for culling
activities

Key Features
Tools may include: binoculars, knives, ATV’s and
high seats

You should check before heading out to stalk,
that sufficient equipment is carried by a
candidate and that it meets the requirements
for the outing about to be undertaken. As an
example, you may decide that it is
inappropriate to proceed if a candidate does
not have a pair of serviceable binoculars or a
telescope.
If the candidate is short of any essential kit
such as a knife, it is permissible for you to
lend a candidate one, providing they ask you.
It is not for you to offer. Remember all
evidence must be candidate led.
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PC 1.5

Performance Criteria and Key Features

Performance Criteria
Locate and approach deer to a distance where a
safe and effective shot can be taken, taking
account of the natural features of the location

Key Features
Locate and approach deer taking account of the
natural features of the location. Intended shot
must be safe and from a reasonable distance

To achieve this PC a candidate must locate deer in their natural habitat and stalk
to within a distance where an accurate, safe shot, that is within their
capabilities, can be taken. You must not spot deer for a candidate or guide them
to a shooting position.
If a deer is shot from a high seat, further evidence is required to satisfy the
ˈapproachˈ element of this PC. In this situation, any other deer could be stalked
at ground level to a point where it was standing in front of a safe backstop. The
deer does need to be shot providing the candidate has stalked it taking the lead.
Waiting at a vantage point for a deer that is not subsequently stalked into is
equivalent to sitting in a high seat and again, further evidence is required to
satisfy the ˈapproachˈ element.
If deer are stalked and then move undisturbed by the candidate slightly back
into cover before a shot can be taken, it can be permissible to wait until they reemerge and then shoot providing a safe backstop is in place. You must take care
to ensure that an animal has actually been stalked.
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PC 1.5

Performance Criteria and Key Features

Performance Criteria
Locate and approach deer to a distance where a
safe and effective shot can be taken, taking
account of the natural features of the location

Key Features
Locate and approach deer taking account of the
natural features of the location. Intended shot
must be safe and from a reasonable distance

Thermal imaging devices
Please note the following requirements:
•
For the purposes of DSC qualification, rifle mounted
devices are not permitted and may not be used to complete
any part of DSC 2 evidence gathering.
•
Independent hand held devices may be used to recover
shot (presumed dead) or wounded deer, but may not be
used to locate live deer as required under PC 1.5.
Where hand held devices are used to locate shot deer
witnesses should satisfy themselves that the candidate has
the knowledge to be able to locate deer if such a device was
defective or not available.
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PC 1.6

Performance Criteria and Key Features

Performance Criteria
Select individual deer to meet cull requirements

Key Features
Selected animal meets cull criteria

In this PC you should ensure that animals
meeting the cull criteria are identified to
you by the candidate and are the ones
being stalked.
You must be clear on which animals are
in the cull plan and you may ask a
candidate to identify animals more than
once as the stalk progresses. If an
individual animal is nominated then this
must be the one that is culled unless you
are informed otherwise and given
reasons for the change of plan.
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PC 2.1

Performance Criteria and Key Features

Performance Criteria
Handle firearm safely and efficiently according to
Codes of Practice

Key Features
Rifle is loaded/unloaded and handled in a safe
manner. During final approach safety catch
remains applied until shot is to be taken

A candidate must demonstrate
safe rifle handling at all times
throughout the whole of an
ICR if this PC is to be signed off.
You must remain close to the
candidate to ensure that the
safety requirements are met
and to intervene if safety is
about to be compromised.
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PC 2.2

Performance Criteria and Key Features

Performance Criteria
Shoot deer safely and efficiently according to
location and legal requirements

Key Features
Chosen shot is achieved in line with requirements.
Rifle reloaded immediately

Observe that the candidate is steady and is maximising the use of
any aid be it one they are carrying or another man made or
natural feature such as a tree or fence post.
If practical, prior to the shot, ask the candidate where they are
aiming to place the bullet. If circumstances do not allow a
question at this time, ask the candidate where they aimed prior to
setting off for retrieval or follow up. If the bullet strikes elsewhere
question the candidate on this aspect. If the nominated shot is not
achieved it is doubtful that the PC could have been.
Following the shot the correct procedures such as immediate
reloading, keeping the rifle pointing in the direction of the target
whilst observing it in case a second shot is required, must be
followed by the candidate.
Do not encourage head shots to be taken by candidate's.
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PC 2.3
Performance Criteria
Observe reaction of deer to
the shot to confirm its
condition

Performance Criteria and Key Features
Key Features

Evaluate the situation. Is the deer: 1. Dead 2. Wounded 3. Missed.
Decide on follow up according to reaction of shot deer. Position of
strike and last known position of deer identified. Suitable period
allowed before follow up.

You should expect a candidate to have some idea on
their shot placement from the reaction of the deer
and inform you of the deer's condition as detailed in
the key features.
The candidate should have observed the last
position of the animal and be seen to wait for a
suitable time prior to following up.
You might chose to intervene during any of PCs 2.32.6 if a candidate shows no indication of being able
to deal with a welfare issue and you would not sign
off any PC affected by any such intervention.
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PC 2.4

Performance Criteria and Key Features

Performance Criteria
Locate and confirm condition of shot deer

Key Features
Locate using appropriate methods

You must observe that a candidate makes a
careful approach and is ready to deal with a
situation if an animal is wounded.
A candidate will be expected to keep checking
the animal through binoculars during the
approach and will take account of wind
direction and other factors. You must ensure
they locate a shot deer in an appropriate way.
As with any PC, you are expected to ask and
record any question if appropriate and record
the answers received.
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PC 2.5

Performance Criteria and Key Features

Performance Criteria
Approach shot deer safely
according to its presumed
condition

Key Features
Deer is approached with appropriate caution. Confirm whether: 1 Dead
2 Wounded. Eye blink reaction checked and appropriate action taken.
Awareness of dangers from hooves and antlers.

You must observe the candidate
making a cautious approach to a shot
deer and checking it is dead without
placing themselves or others at risk of
injury from antlers or hooves.
When observing a candidate testing
to confirm a deer is dead, checking for
eye blink reaction with knives, rifle
barrels or fingers is a safety issue and
if done in this way, the PC has not
been achieved.
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PC 2.6
Performance Criteria
Dispatch wounded deer humanly.

Performance Criteria and Key Features
Key Features
Wounded deer dispatched as conditions dictate
within legal requirements

A wounded deer situation hopefully will not arise during an outing. A candidate still
needs to demonstrate that they would know what do in the event of a wounding
and in most cases this PC will be covered by questions asked by you.
You must ensure that the question is relevant to test the depth of a candidate's
knowledge and you must be confident that they would know how to deal with a
wounded deer if required. A question such ˈwhat would you do with a wounded
deerˈ will not suffice. Nor will an answer from a candidate such as ‘shoot it again’.
Make you questions imaginative and testing. You should remember that within a
portfolio an ICR must be completed 3 times on 3 separate occasions. In relation to
this PC questioning, is likely to be the assessment method used each time so you
must ask 3 different questions, one for each ICR. This principle of questioning
extends across all PC’s with the exception of 1.2 where it is permissible for you to
ask the same question for each ICR.
More on following 21
page

PC 2.6

Performance Criteria and Key Features

Except under specific circumstances, (night
shooting in woodland) (Scotland) it is not a legal
requirement to have a dog in attendance to
recover wounded or dead deer. ˈBest Practiceˈ
however, suggests that a stalker should at least
have access to a suitable dog for recovery.
candidate's without a dog of their own could find
themselves in a situation whereby you may have
your own dog with you. Should a deer be wounded
and a dog is considered by the candidate
necessary for recovery, the candidate must ask you
to assist with the use of your dog. You must not
volunteer the use of your dog but if a candidate is
clearly floundering and a wounded deer needs to
be recovered, you can and should intervene by
taking charge of the situation, however, if this
decision is taken by you, the candidate cannot be
signed off against the PC on that occasion.

More on following 22
page

PC 2.6

Performance Criteria and Key Features

There may be occasions when you are with a candidate who does wound a deer
and you observe the candidate dealing with the situation correctly and humanely.
Should this happen, in addition to signing the candidate off you are asked to give a
brief narrative of the events in your witness notes for the ICR.
In addition to questioning a candidate, you can also create a simulation of a
wounded deer situation and ask the candidate to perform the simulation under
your observation. If you do, make a note of the simulation and candidate's
response in your witness notes.
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PC 2.7

Performance Criteria and Key Features

Performance Criteria
Confirm status of deer against cull
requirements

Key Features
Sex, age group and reproductive state.

You should observe the candidate
checking that the animal does indeed
meet the specified criteria determined
under PC 1.2 and you may additionally
ask appropriate questions relating to the
culled animal.
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PC 3.1

Performance Criteria and Key Features

Performance Criteria
Carry out work hygienically in line with
food safety regulations and health and
safety requirements. Ensure tools and
equipment are ready for use

Key Features
Cross contamination prevented. Lifting and hanging
equipment serviceable and conforms to legal
requirements. Candidate aware of personal lifting safety.
Clean personal safety equipment serviceable and available
for use (field or larder). Carcasses lifted and handled
correctly.

You must observe the candidate
maintaining safe practises in relation to
personal safety and food safety for the
duration of this element.
Such practises are equally relevant if they
are conducted in the field or within the
confines of a larder.
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PC 3.2

Performance Criteria and Key Features

Performance Criteria
Bleed and gralloch carcase hygienically
and efficiently

Key Features
External inspection carried out. Cross contamination
prevented by use of disposable gloves or washing. Gralloch
completed in a clean area or suspended. Steps taken to
prevent contamination from digestive tract

There is no specific way to carry out the gralloch
nevertheless, the candidate must ensure that
however the gralloch is achieved it is hygienic and
carried out
in such a way as to minimise contamination from
every possible source.
You may be required to ask questions and record
those with the answer if a candidate does not
volunteer information.
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PC 3.3

Performance Criteria and Key Features

Performance Criteria
Dress deer carcass ready to enter
the food chain according to legal
requirements.

Key Features
Dress deer by removing: the head, hooves, any remaining internal
organs. Avoid unnecessary contamination or damage to carcass.
Unavoidable minor contamination removed.

You need to be satisfied that candidate's are
able to remove head and hooves with the aid
of a knife and that appropriate joints are
located to facilitate this process.
Internal organs should be removed avoiding
any additional carcass damage and examined
competently.
Any carcass contamination must be removed in
a way appropriate to the contamination. This
might involve a ˈsingle wipeˈ method or the
use of a knife if ˈcutting outˈ is required.
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PC 3.4
Performance Criteria
Inspect carcass, organs
and lymph sites for
normality according to
legal requirements.

Performance Criteria and Key Features
Key Features

Internal inspection to include the mesenteric lymph nodes and where
available the retropharyngeal and Sub-maxillary. If not available the 2 of
the following lymph nodes: portal, gastric, bronchial, mediastinal. Thoracic
organs, head and hooves and reproductive state inspected.

The candidate must demonstrate the ability without
your help or guidance, to locate and inspect
mesenteric lymph nodes and those in the head. You
should not encourage head shots but if taken and
lymph sites in the head cannot be identified because
of shot damage then the candidate must identify 2
other sites as detailed in the key features of the PC.
Choice of these sites may be left to the candidate. All
internal organs are required to be inspected as are
external limbs.
The candidate when dealing with a female deer must
be able to determine and revel its reproductive state
to you.
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PC 3.5

Performance Criteria and Key Features

Performance Criteria
Take appropriate action when carcass abnormality
is identified, according to legal requirements.

Key Features
Significant abnormalities located when present
Candidate aware of action to take.

For the most part, abnormalities
will be an uncommon occurrence.
If no abnormalities are found, you
must cover this PC in full by
appropriate questions which fully
cover the performance criteria
and key features.
As always, all questions and
answers must be recorded in the
candidate's portfolio.

29

PC 3.6

Performance Criteria and Key Features

Performance Criteria
Dispose of waste from deer preparation in a safe
manner according to legal requirements.

Key Features
Waste disposed of appropriately, in field, or from
larder. Unfit carcasses and offal identified and
isolated.

You ensure that all waste is disposed of in an appropriate
way which may be specific to the location. In the field the
candidate must ensure that any waste is disposed of in a
way that dogs or public will not come across it . In a larder
the candidate will use any waste units provided or might
ask how waste disposable is accommodated at that
location. To answer is not considered as providing training
and the fact that a candidate has asked is evidence of his
ability to perform the PC to the standard required.
Any condemned carcasses or offal needs to be dealt with
in a way which ensures they cannot enter the food chain.
A candidate would be expected to demonstrate this or
know how this would be achieved if asked a question by
you.
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PC 3.7
Performance Criteria
Identify and record status of deer carcass.

Performance Criteria and Key Features
Key Features
Identify and record status in terms of fitness for
human consumption.

The candidate is the trained hunter and the responsibility for the fitness of a
carcass to enter the food chain is theirs. If they do not have a carcass tag it is
permissible for you to supply one if asked for by the candidate.
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PC 3.8

Performance Criteria and Key Features

Performance Criteria
Clean and store tools and equipment after use.

Key Features
Tools and equipment used in above processes
cleaned and prepared for next use.

You must should ensure that all tools and
equipment are cleaned and/or sterilised by the
candidate's using an appropriate cleansing
product.
All cleaning products must be returned to
designated storage areas and facilities left ready
to receive the next batch of incoming carcasses.
Where observation has not been possible, this
and all other PC’s must be covered by relevant
questioning and recorded with answers in the
candidate's portfolio
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PC 4.1

Performance Criteria and Key Features

Performance Criteria
Carry out work hygienically and safely
in line with food safety and with
health and safety requirements.

Key Features
Knives and other equipment suitable for use. Lifting and
hanging equipment serviceable and conforms to legal
requirements. Candidate aware of personal lifting safety and
personal safety. Equipment serviceable and clean

You must observe that candidate's
act safely at all times and any
equipment is safe, serviceable and
clean.
Where a PC cannot be directly
observed it must be covered by a
question which with the answer
received is recorded in the
candidate's portfolio.
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PC 4.2
Performance Criteria
Transport carcass in a
hygienic manner to
maintain its quality.

Performance Criteria and Key Features
Key Features

Retrieval/transport route chosen is realistic and safe. Method suitable, safe
and hygienic. Carcasses and waste transported in suitable containers as
appropriate. Damage or contamination to carcass minimised on route.

You must ensure that any decision is candidate
lead. It is for the candidate to perhaps drag a
beast from the field or hill avoiding
contamination and damage. If a candidate is
struggling with a load it is for him to request
assistance which you may then give.
It is the candidate who must direct the loading
of a carcass into a recovery vehicle or onto a
pony ensuring it is in a clean condition to
receive it.
Whilst you may have supplied a vehicle and will
drive it, a candidate has to direct you in all you
do rather than you taking control of recovery.
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PC 4.3

Performance Criteria and Key Features

Performance Criteria
Establish storage areas in a hygienic condition
suitable for receiving carcasses

Key Features
All necessary equipment available and safely
stored. Area clean and ready to receive carcass.
Storage areas suitable for purpose

When arriving at a larder, it is for the
candidate to check and ensure that it is
in a fit state to receive a carcass. If the
larder is anything other than fit, it is for
the candidate to rectify the situation
which he could do by asking you to
clean it if it was you who last used it.
If a larder is not used during an ICR
then this element needs to be covered
by asking appropriate and relevant
questions and recording these and
answers in a candidate's portfolio.

Bad practice
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PC 4.4
Performance Criteria
Store deer according to legal requirements.

Performance Criteria and Key Features
Key Features
Temperature, ventilation, vermin and
contamination factors considered.

Candidate’s should know the
correct temperature
to be
maintained in a storage area.
You should question the
candidate on this matter and
record all questions and answers
in the candidate’s portfolio.
Candidate’s should be witnessed
establishing that the storage
area is free from contamination
or in a state of disrepair which
would allow insects or vermin to
enter.

Bad practice
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PC 4.5

Performance Criteria and Key Features

Performance Criteria
Clean tools, equipment and facilities after use

Key Features
Tools and equipment used in above processes
cleaned and prepared for next use.

Candidate's are responsible for cleaning ready
for the next intake before leaving the storage
facility.
You should question and record particularly if a
storage facility is not used, to ensure that the
candidate demonstrates that they would know
what to do in a suitable environment.
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PC 4.6

Performance Criteria and Key Features

Performance Criteria
Maintain accurate cull and larder records
according to legal requirements

Key Features
Maintain accurate records of: date shot, species, sex, age,
reproductive status, weight, abnormalities and disposal.

You should observe candidate’s maintaining
accurate larder records which cover the
normally required recording details.
If in an larder other than their own, a
candidate would be expected to ask for the
larder record book to complete entries in
before leaving.
Records may be kept electronically in which
case a witness might not wish anyone else to
enter data. That a candidate has asked and
can provide the required data is evidence that
the PC has been completed. Witnesses must
question and record for this PC if larder
recording is not available.
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Portfolio Completion
When a candidate has completed an ICR or any part of one that you
have witnessed, make sure you have signed off each PC as observed,
or covered it by question or simulation.
Do not hold onto a candidates portfolio for prolonged period and if
you need to post it on to them, always use Recorded Delivery.
You should expect to be contacted by a candidate’s Assessor who will
probably ask you questions relating to your witnessing of specific
PC’s.
It is a good idea to keep notes of each witnessed outing to refresh
your memory as it might be 3 years before you are contacted by an
Assessor who will only do so when a candidate has submitted their
portfolio for consideration of DSC2 award.
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Approved Witness Declaration
You have now come to the end of your Approved Witness Introductory
Briefing.
You will have been sent a form by DMQ which you are required to enter
details of your address, phone number and email contact. You are required
to sign to state that you have read parts 1 – 4 of the introductory briefing,
you have understood the content and you agree the content.
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If you have any questions relating to this or any other part of
your DMQ Introductory AW Briefing, please contact DMQ.
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